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The Ghost in Gadsden's Gardenis a
delightful environmental fable

Actors Gymnasium combines circus arts and a poignant story of aging in
their annual winter show.

By Kerry Reid @kerryreid
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The Ghost in Gadsden's Garden

AUSTIN D. OIE

ctors Gymnasium primarily functions as a training school in
A the circus arts, but they put on a full-length show for an

extended run every winter. And in the case of The Ghost in
Gadsden's Garden, you'd be a fool to miss it. A reclusive gardener,
Gadsden (Adrian Danzig) spends his days tending the beautiful
flowers on the grounds of an old (and allegedly haunted) mansion.
And indeed, his interactions with the lovely ghost Vivian (Hayley
Larson) provide the only semi-human contact he enjoys. But when
Kid (Grace Sherman) creeps past the gate on a dare from classmates,
they discover that Vivian may not be what Gadsden thinks.



With echoes of Oscar Wilde's fable "The Selfish Giant" mixed with
ecology lessons (Lucy Carapetyan plays Kid's supportive science
teacher), writers Chris Mathews (who also directs) and Sully Ratke
incorporate the natural and supernatural with seamless aplomb.

Larson's aerial work on the silks is particularly breathtaking, and
Carapetyan joins with acrobatics creating clever physical metaphors
for various scientific relationships, from symbiotic to parasitic.
(Sylvia Hernandez-DiStasi created the circus interludes, with Kasey
Foster choreographing dances to Kevin O'Donnell's original sound
and music.) The teen ensemble plays various impish garden flora
and Kid's Scooby Gang of tormentors-turned-allies with assured wit
and charm. Danzig, cofounder of the beloved 500 Clown troupe,
brings poignant charm to his lonely aging Gadsden. The entire show
is a treat for the eyes and heart from beginning to end. Fl
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RELATED EVENTS

f_f'., . The Ghost in Gadsden's Garden @ Actors Gymnasium,
6 Noyes Cultural Arts Center
2/22-3/22: Fri 7:30 PM, Sat 4:30 and 7:30 PM, Sun 3 PM $28, $18
students

RELATED STORIES

' Ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls, step right up to the

' magical, the thrilling, the Chicago-style circus!

Midnight Circus and Aloft Circus Arts have created their own intimate
| version of the big top in the city’s lofts and churches.

by Max Maller



Steppenwoll’s The Flick, BoHo Thealre's Fugitive Songs, and 13
more new stage shows

Among the notables: limited runs of Cabaret and the one-man Sancho:
An Act of Remembrance at Chicago Shakes
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Defending your life
How fo Defend Yourself and Do You Feel Anger? ask us to consider how
to survive patriarchy without losing our minds—and bodies.

by Kerry Reid

Stick Flytakes flight at Writers
A wealthy Black family confronts secrets and internalized self-loathing in
Lydia Diamond's acerbic drama.

by Kerry Reid

Invictus Theatre brings light and heat to A Raisin in the Sun
Lorraine Hansberry's classic gets a sturdy and heartfelt revival.

by Kerry Reid
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