... Y BOB SEIDENBERG
Feridonts g@pireeitn af com

The sationally recognized
m Theutre Workshop
i plsy a leading role in
& the revitalization of the Noyes
B Cultarsl Arta Center, occu
£ pying rencvated space and a
: mdw:m theater in the
L bugkiing under a plan that re-
S eeived backing Monday from
L acity commities
B = Memibers of the City Coun
& ol Human Services Comit-
W sigoaled approval of City
F Massger Wally Bobklewiez's
~.- stntioulng negotiations with
[F e theater cotnpany.
. With past offorte to change
& Shirgs st the city owned build-
iy “not puing s smoothly,
8 smsily o we wanted” the
L oW plan wems to beading
| the city i1 the right direction,
[ wd Alderman Judy Fiske, o
= whoee 1st Ward the building
i boeated.
L Undor the pian, Plven
[ wenld conmolidate s exist
g apace - currently spread
[ Seoughout the building — to
e aree on all floors of the
S bulkding at 927 Noves St
“Pobklewicz said In a memo o
* A comminittes
| Piven  Thestre officials
e proposing 1o occupy the
southern one-third of the
Shiiding and wonld extenaive

&y renovate the ares with new

-
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el backs cultural arts, Piven project

classrooms, rehoarsal space,
officos and a pew theater, he
sakd.

Long-term lease

Jnder the discussions,
Piven would seek a long-term
louse to the space; in ex-
change it would invest in ¢x
cens of $2.5 million in capital
improvements to the theater,
he said.

The thestre, founded by
Byrne and Joyce Piven, enjoys
u national reputation, serving
as & traning ground for art-
ists and directors, including
John amdl Joan Cusack, and
Wilmette native and play
wright Sarah Ruhl. The work
shop now trains roughly 1,000
students from age 9 to adult.

Right now, Piven employs
between 25 to 30 artists and
teachers, said Leslie Brown,
the group’s executive director.

“We have teschers, actors,
artists that work with us on a
regealar basds, and our office is
200 sguare feet,” she said
said Piven officials
proposed the plan “in terms
of making this a workable
business™ and with the hope
of creating long-term sustain
ability in the building

*I think this can be a great
thing for the city, for the Noy
es business district” Brown
said Tuesday, “and it provides
un opportunity for this build-

She

ing to be far more utilized, far
more dynarnic.”

Considered moving

She confirmed that the the-
ater company, with 40-year
roots in Evanston, was look-
ing at moving out of N_oyizs.
and possibly even into Chica-
go last year, because of ques-
tions about the building.

The building which leases
space at below-market rates
to artists, faces substantial
repairs, including a new r.‘oof
and heating and air condition-
ing system.

City officials have looked at
a new model for operating the
center, a former school build-
ing inclding asking tenants
to take a greater role in the
building’s upkeep.

Because of the ambiguity,
Piven officials told Bobkie-
wicz last fall they were likely
moving out of the building,
and possibly out of Evanston,
Brown confirmed.

In that regard, Piven would
be following the trail of some
other highly regarded theater
groups, such as Northlight
Theater and Light Opera
Works, which have left the

city.

The city manager “said
No” to the group’s plan to
move, Brown recalled. “He

demanded a proposal for us
to remain in the building,” she

recalled, saying, “it's very im-
portant to me and the mayor
and the city of Evanston that
Piven stay.”

He asked for a proposal
from the group outlining
“what you need in order to
make it worthwhile to stay”
Brown said.

Whatever it takes

Asked about the situation,
Bobkiewicz said his intent
was to do everything to retain
Piven.

“One of Evanston’s great
strengths is the local arts)
said Bobkiewicz, in the eity
manager job a little over two
years. “I think as a city we
have not done a great job in
nurturing and supporting
those local organizations.”

Both the city manager and
Brown stressed that Piven is
only one piece of the puzzle.

At Noyes, other tenants
besides Piven have come to-
gether under the leadership
of orchestra leader Ken Ar-
len to propose a collective
approach of self governance
for the center, Bobkiewicz
said in his report to the com-
mittee

“Under this model, there
would be greater flexibil-
ity for the tenants to occupy
and use space at the center,”
he said. “In return, rents and
other revenues at the center
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Piven Theatre Workshop student Dakota Bettis (right) and
tlassmates focus in a class at the Noyes Cultural Arts Center,

927 Noyes 5t. The Theatre Workshop may have a renovated
home and state-of-the-art theater under a proposal that mem-
bers of a city committee backed on Monday. The Piven also
offers story theater, improvisation and acting classes for area
YOUNESEers. | PHOTO COURTESY OF CHRIS ZOUBRIS

could be reinvested in the
center (along with general
fund raising) to address cap-
ital and maintenance needs.”

At the meeting, Bobkie-
wicz informed committee
members that talks also are
moving forward on the Har-
ley Clarke Mansion, 2603
Sheridan Road, where the
Evanston Arts Center is cur-
rently located.

Evanston Mayor Elizabeth
Tisdahl spoke to Arts Cen-
ter representatives last year
about the city's concerns
about the condition of the
building and Evanston’s in-

ability to make needed capital
improvements.

Evanston Arts Center of-
ficials share city concerns
about the bhuilding and are
working with the city for re-
location of the center’s pro-
grams to a new location in
Evanston, Bobkiewicz - told
committee members.

At the same time, he sought
backing from the committee
to obtain a property appraisal
of the mansion with proposed
subdivisions of the property,
“to allow public access to the
lakefront and other public
uses in the area.”




