
“Circuscope Trailer – Actors Gym 2015 Winter Circus”

[Evanston, IL] – Circuscope, a theatre production unlike any other, opens February 14 at The
Actors Gymnasium. Acclaimed Chicago performer and headliner, Dean Evans, describes
Circuscope as “one of the most unique shows I’ve worked on in my 10 years in Chicago [and]
visually incredibly different than any other circus I’ve ever even seen.”

Enthralled by the extraordinary shapes and sizes of life, the creators of The Actors
Gymnasium Winter Circus will explore a fascinating world on the other side of the
microscopic lens. Directed by spectacle-theatre veteran Vanessa Stalling, Circuscope will
transport audiences through surprising acrobatics, mime, live music and other-worldly
design.

The show follows an Alice in Wonderland-type journey of two clowns, played by Evans and
Molly Plunk. “Originally, I just wanted to explore the idea of not being a human character, of
being just an organism, an amoeba or a blob or whatever;” explains Evans, “and I started
thinking about what’s called a tardigrade, or a water bear, as an inspiration, which is just a

Chicago Clown Dean Evans Stars In Circuscope
Feb 9, 2015Dance News

https://dance.land/media/dance-news/


little tiny microscopic organism that simply survives by being almost indestructible. That
was very interesting to me, especially from a clown perspective, of being a character that is
neither a human or any type of life size thing – just a blob that is existing.”

The setting continues this abstract concept. “We aren’t sure where or what place in time or
space we are or if we are even on this planet. One character is a dot. One character is a
tardigrade. One is this kind of air plant/aloe plant looking creature that morphs into a
beautiful butterfly. There are all kinds of different creatures in this world,” states Plunk.

The uniqueness extends to the costumes. “I just finished this really intense fringe costume
that is inspired by Nick Cave’s sound suits,” says costume designer Delia Ridenour. “We
wanted it to be this huge head-to-toe unitard covered in fringe, that really illustrates and
accentuates body movement with every turn and move of [the performer]. The costume
waves like crazy. Its awesome.”

In addition to Dean Evans and Molly Plunk, Circuscope features professional circus
performers, Meredith “Tommy” Tomlins and Leah Leor, as well as advanced students from
The Actors Gymnasium’s Teen Ensemble.

Circuscope performances run February 14 – March 22, with shows at 7:30 pm on Fridays,
4:30 and 7:30 pm on Saturdays and 3:00 pm on Sundays (No 4:30 show on 2/14). Tickets can
be purchased through actorsgymnasium.org. There are a limited number of tickets available
for each performance and tickets are first come, first served. Check early for the best
selection.

About Dean Evans
Dean Evans is a professional performing artist working in theater and television. He was
recently ranked number 33 of Chicago’s top 50 “players” of 2014 by New City magazine. He
has studied Mime and Physical Theater at The School for Mime Theater, The Ohio State
University, and with masters Marcel Marceau, Phillipe Gualier, Stephen Niedzialkowsky, and
Avner Eisenberg. He is a former ensemble member of the Neo-Futurists and has performed
with 500 Clown, iO, Kapoot Clown Theater, Redmoon, Chicago Children’s Theater, Second
City, The Goodman, The Actors Gymnasium and extensively as a solo artist. Dean is a faculty
member of Columbia College’s Comedy Studies program in conjunction with Second City. He
also performs as the entity who goes by the name Honey Buns.
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